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It'SJUStA ......

How often do wefind oursel vesthinking that about wild
creatures that we see every day? It'sjust a ...... robin,
crow, sparrow, gull (fill in the blank with any common local
species). Somehow, if we see them all the time, we think
they are less interesting or important. It is amazing how
fast that can happen. On atrip to Yellowstone afew years

docks, feeding a ong the shore or whedling and gliding inthe
breeze. But if you take acloser look, adult gulls arereally
quite beautiful with their pure white undersides and soft gray
backs. We know from experience that their beautifully col-
ored beaks can also do serious damage to an unwary han-
dler! This summer, we raised several gull chicks, and to

ago | had a mental list of the
different wild creatures| hoped
tosee. Shortly after arrivingin
the park, we saw a small herd
of bison in thedistance and ex-
citedly stopped to take photo-
graphs — | had never seen a
bisoninthewild before! A few
miles further on we saw more
bison, alittle closer, and were
able to take more photos.
Then, we had to pull over to
make room for three young
bulls that were casually walk-
ing up the middle of the road!

their surprise, many of our vol-
unteers were charmed by these
little gray and black fuzz balls
with beaks and feet several
sizestoo big.

If I mention sparrows,
what is your immediate reac-
tion? Most peoplethink, “com-
mon, boring littlebrown birds’,
because they are thinking of
House Sparrows that are nu-
merous in most towns and cit-
ies. (Thesenon-nativebirdsare
actually not true sparrows, but
Common areclassified in the Finch fam-

In thefirst couple of dayswe asaw alot of bison!

High on my hope-to-see list was a grizzly bear, so for
the rest of the week, every time | saw alarge brown shape
in the distance, | would get excited thinking it was a bear,
only to be disappointed becauseit wasonly abison. Only a
bison! A few days earlier | had never seen one of these
magnificent creatures, and now | was taking them for
granted!

Itiseasy to dip into that mode in rehab too. Itisinter-
esting and specia when we receive an animal that isanew
species for us, or that we see only rarely. But the fact is
that some types of wild animals are more tolerant of being
around people or benefit from the changes we maketo habi-
tats, so they arerelatively numerous around our homes and
yards. Statistically, itismorelikely that your cat will bringin
arobin than aHermit Thrush or that your dog will catch a
baby cottontail rather than a snowshoe hare. So, many of
the animals we care for are common species.

But, when you have the opportunity to see these ani-
mals up close, and observe them at different stages, you
realizethat they areall interesting. Take gullsfor example.
We see Glaucous-winged gullsevery day, sitting at theferry

ily) These sparrows are “street smart”, and can be quite
entertaining to watch if you have nothing better to do while
you wait for abus or train. More importantly, if you look
closely, you will find that there are all kinds of interesting
sparrows out there. On the San Juan Idands, at various
times of the year, we have Chipping Sparrows, Fox Spar-
rows, Vesper Sparrows, Song Sparrows, Savannah Spar-
rows, White-crowned Sparrows, Lincoln’s Sparrows and
Golden-crowned Sparrows. Some of these are easy to tell
apart in the field, while others are more difficult, but we
have cared for several of these speciesover theyears. This
has given usthe opportunity to get agood look at the differ-
encesin color, shape and size, listen to the variety of sounds
they make and notice different ways they behave. Some-
how, sparrowsare no longer just “boring little brown birds”.

Next time you find yourself thinking, “It'sjust a....”,
take a closer look. You might enjoy alaugh at afledgling
robin attempting to pull areluctant worm out of the ground,
watch in fascination as crows drop nuts on the road so that
passing cars crack them open, or realize that this sparrow
looksjust alittle bit different.

Continued on page 2



News in Brief

June6 first seal pup of the year — a premature pup from
San Juan Island.

June23  Arriva of 5"intern, SaraBailey from Arizona.

July 8 Lauren Blair from North Carolinajoined us as our 6"
intern.

Aug3 Intern #7, Alia Kroos from Washington State
arrived.

Aug5 Adrai Siraco from Floridajoined us asour 8thintern
of the year.

Aug7 Our 6th Annual Auction for Wildlife raised over
$11,000.

Aug7 The winning ticket in our Belize trip raffle was

drawn. Theraffle raised over $3700.

Aug 11-14 Around 300 people visited our Education Booth at
Skagit County Fair.

Aug 18-21 Over 400 friends and neighbors came to visit our
Education booth at San Juan County Fair.

Aug 26 Our last intern of 2004, Shannon McMorrow,
arrived from Florida.

Sept 6 Education display at the "Bark in the Park" in
Sesttle.

Sept 14 11*annual Wildlife Cruise aboard the
Western Prince raised $250.

Sept 27 Volunteer Appreciation Barbeque -- to say Thank
Youtoall our wonderful volunteers.

Nov 1 Work party to clean, tidy, repair and build. Thefirst of

severd wewill haveduring winter and early spring.

Wolf Hollow Saff
John Hopkins, Executive Director
Serenal ockwood, Senior Rehabilitator
Nikki Ruggiero, Rehabilitator
ShonaAitken, Education Coordinator
ClareKem, Volunteer Coordinator
Lorraine Littlewood, Bookkeeper

Wolf Hollow Board of Directors
Julie Knight, President Ed Kelm, Vice President
Ross Lockwood, Treasurer Jean Taylor, Secretary
JulieDuke Berit Keeble

Our Mission
To promote the well-being of wildlife and their habitats
through rehabilitation of injured and orphaned wildlife,
public education, and non-invasive research.

Wolf Hollow Wildlife Rehabilitation Center is licensed for wildlife
rehabilitation under the auspices of the Washington Department of
Fish and Wildlife and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and is a
registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. All contributions are
tax-deductible to the extent permitted by law.

Leach's Sorm Petrel

Eagle Scout

Builds New Enclosure

Oneof our oldest cages, know to volunteers asthe Black-
berry Cage, wasoriginally builtin 1988. It wasused to house
medium sized birds such as crows, pigeons and the occasional
flicker or kingfisher. It had been repaired on several occa
sions, but was clearly nearing the end of its days. In spring
2004, local scout, Liam Knight approached us about building
an enclosure as his Eagle Scout Project, so we immediately
suggested replacing the Blackberry Cage with a bigger and
better version. Liam and hisfellow scoutsfromtroop really
enjoyed thefirst stage - demolishing the old cage. Then came
themore challenging part. With help from family and friends,
Liam drew up designsfrom our specifications and set to work
on congtruction. Materials for the project were bought with
funds donated by Over the course of the next few weeks
the cage gradually took shape — foundations, framing, walls
and roof. By early summer we had a sturdy enclosure that
was a big improvement on the previous cage.

One of the Global Works groups added wood stain on the
outside and soft screening on the inside of the wire mesh to
prevent feather damage. Just in time for the first inhabitants
—agroup of young crowsthat needed flight spaceto strengthen
their muscles before release.

Our thanksto Liam, hisfamily , friendsand fellow scouts
who madethis great addition to our facilities possible.

Donate Your “Treasures”
to Benefit Wolf Hollow

Consignment Treasures L L C opened on San Juan Island
this summer, to sell furniture, appliances, tools, building sup-
plies, cars, art etc. and benefit local charities. Consignment
Treasures will sell your unwanted items, give you 50%, give
25% of the sales price to the local charity of your choice and
use 25% for overhead costs. If you donate the item, 75% of
the sales price goes to the charity. Want to make more room
in your garage or storage unit? Call Consignment Treasures
LLC at 370-5562 or send email to
consignmenttr easur es@yahoo.com for more information.

It's easier than e-Bay!



A Volunteer’s View

Our animal carevolunteersdeservearound
of applause for all the help they gave us this
summer during our busiest season! They fed
baby song birds with tweezers, tubed baby pi-
geons, fed baby raccoonsand fawnsfrom bottles
and baby squirrels from syringes. They came
infor midnight and 4:00 am. harbor seal feedings
and were willing to work extra shifts. They
washed mountains of dirty dishes and laundry,
cleaned cages and animal enclosures, and even
smiled while they worked! Thanks so much!!

On September 28th we honored all our vol-
unteers at our 3rd annua Volunteer Apprecia-
tion Barbecue. There were 46 in attendance at
Susan and Bob Wingate's home where we all
enjoyed perfect weather and great barbecued
burgers and hot dogs as well as homemade sal-
ads and desserts.

On November 1st we held our first work
party of the season. 20 volunteersworked hard
at such tasks asdigging ditches, putting up gut-
ters, cleaning intern housing, repairing or replac-
ing catches on outdoor animal enclosures, and
eating lunch! The weather was relatively co-
operative; it wascold, but at least it didn’t pour
down rain and wasn’t windy.

WEe'll be having other volunteer opportuni-
ties coming up soon: another work party and a

Clawre Kelmv
Prescott Grant 2004

In mid October, we were delighted to learn
that we had been awarded a$99,980 grant through
the John H Prescott Marine Mammal RescueAs-
sistance Grant Program, (a federal program ad-
ministered by the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration (NOAA)).

Thisgrant will fund the construction of dedi-
cated harbor seal food storage/preparation and in-
tensive careareas, providetraining for rehab staff,
fund a research project and support and enhance
ongoing harbor seal rehab operations.

This is the same program from which we re-
ceived grants in 2003, to enable us to carry out
major upgradesto the water treatment system for
the seals pools, construct an addition to house X-
ray and other equipment, and carry out staff training
and a research project.

From previous newsdletters and our web site,
you know that these projects were completed in
time for our 2004 seal season. We'll keep you
posted on how things progress with the new
projects.

Director's Corner

What aride!!! | thought | waslistening when the staff tried to explain
what to expect when “baby season” arrived but | just didn’t get it. Asa
result, | have a new level of respect for the dedication and work ethic of
everyoneinvolved in animal care here at thefacility. Throughout the sum-
mer and into thefall, from early in the morning to late at night, staff, volun-
teers and interns put in excruciatingly long hours to care for hundreds of
animals. It really was anon-stop effort and | admire and salute you all!!!

Now that things have slowed down, perhapsit istimeto put some of the
things we accomplished into perspective.

- From May 1 to October 31, 2004 we treated more than 988 animals
including 9 baby owls, 1 bald humming bird, 24 raccoons, 17 possums,
18 cottontails, 23 squirrels, and more than 30 harbor seal pups. That is
something to be proud of!!!

- We gavethe seal pool water treatment system areal workout reaching
full capacity at the end of July or early August. At one point we had
twenty-three seal pups in the pools at one time. Needless to say, we
found out what the system could and couldn’t do. Perhaps the design-
ers from Southern Californiadidn’t factor in the waste producing po-
tential of our fat northern harbor seals? As a result, we are aready
planning significant system upgrades during the of f-season.

- With the help of two very generous donors and M&W Auto Sales, we
finally replaced “Junior” our aging pickup truck/response vehicle. We
were able to locate just what we needed and everyone is pleased with
the“new” truck with the yellow strobe light on top. If you can think of
agood namefor the vehicle please send it to us. We'll send the winner
one of our new Wolf Hollow denim work shirts.

- The auction was the best ever!!! Jean Taylor and her volunteers did
another really finejob. Weoweall of them all abig debt of gratitudefor
their hard work.

- Therafflewas also abig success! Thanksto the Silversteinsfor help-
ingto makeit all possible. Ticketswere purchased from asfar away as
Floridaand Hawaii. Congratulationsto thewinners, Carolyn and Steve
Hudson of Friday Harbor. We hope they have a great time in Belize!
Sorry everyone couldn’t win but several of you have expressed an
interest in going on agroup trip to Belize or some other similar location.
If you are interested contact me at Wolf Hollow.

- Wereceived a Prescott Grant and a grant from the Horizon’s Founda-
tion for construction of aseal food prep/critical carefacility and reloca-
tion of the seal nursery.

- Weretired our mortgage!!! We are very grateful to Salquists for mak-
ingit happen!!!

All inal I think it could be said that this year has been a big success
with some things each of us can be proud of. But we aren’t done yet. We
gtill have animals in care and expect many more before the end of the
calendar year. And, we have already started the planning and budget pro-
cess for next year. As aways, we are extremely grateful for the support
that you give uswhen there are so many other worthwhile non-profit groups
out there. Thank you for your continued generosity and service.

Warm regards.

John Hopkins



Two Big Projects

Inlast fal'snewsletter wewerepleased to tell you that we
had been awarded two grantsthrough the John H Prescott Ma-
rineMammal Rescue and A ssistance Program, to upgrade our
facilites and treatment
capabilites for marine mam-
mals. Since then, a huge
amount of work hasgoneinto
@ bringing thesetwo projectsto-
= wardscompletion.
= The first grant was

awarded to enable usto rede-
sign and upgrade the water
treatment system for our sedl
pools. At the peak of the season, we can have more than 20
Harbor Sedsinthese
pools - a challenge
for any water treat-
ment system! To
maintain clean water
inthepools, wewere
havingto completely
changethewater ev-
ery few days. The
grant enabled us to —
design asystem spe- Pump/ filter shed with biofilter
cifically to meet our needs, using new improved technology to
achieve our goals of maintaining ahealthy environment for the
sealswhilereducing operating labor and water consumption.
' Throughout the
~ spring and summer
' we received inter-
esting boxes of all
" shapesandsizesand
had specid dliver-
iesof hugetanks. A
- {shed was built to
house pumps,
0zone generators
andfiltration equip-
ment, ditches were
dug for dozens of feet of plumbing and huge tanks were in-
stalled. Now all these piecesare coming together to producea
complete water treatment
system. Itwill beexcitingto
seehow it all worksduring
next summer'sseal season.

The second grant cov-
ered sedl rehab costsand en-
abled usto purchase equip-
ment and carry out staff
training toimproveour qual-
ity of carefor marinemam-
mals. In spring weinvited

Pouring concrete for equip. shed

New fil ters and 0zone contact chamber

\olunteers d|gg| ng dltches

several experts in
marine mammal
care to visit and
sharetheir expertise
with us, and our re-
hab. saff visted The
Marine Mammal
Center, inCdifornia
We have also pur-
chased equipment e
including acompuiter, Foundations for addition
an anesthesiamachine and an X-ray machine and film proces-
sor. Part of the grant enabled us to build an extension to our
main building to housethis X ray equipment. During theplan-
ning processwe decided to build alarger extensionto accommo-
date an additional cageroom and indoor mew. Thefunding for
thispart of thework was provided by other foundations. This
project dsoinvolved lotsof work in construction of the addition,
painting, installing utilitesand finishing theinterior. By thetime
3 you read this, the
= work should be com-
pleted, justintimefor
delivery of the X-Ray
equipment.

The John H
Prescott grants en-
| abled usto carry out
these projects, but it
- would not have been

— : . possibleto complete
Painting the new addition then without the support
of anumber of foundations, businesses and individiualswho
helped out in so many ways. Our thanksto Horizons Founda-
tion, San Juan Community Foundation (Women's Fund) and
Orcas Community Foundation for grantsto compl ete the build-
ing addition. To John Smoczyk, Jim & DeniseVolkmann, Tork
Juul, Frank Guard, and OPAL CO for working with us on con-
struction and utility installation and to the many volunteerswho
spent hundreds of hourshel ping wih every step of the projects.
Thesewonderful volunteersare too numerousto mention here,
but wewould liketo offer a special thank you to Ski p Kimble
and Ed Kelm for }
thehugeamount of .
timeand effort they -
have contributed to
theseprojects.

In upcoming
newslettersand on
our web Stewewill
soon have photos
of these projects,
completed and in
use, to sharewith you.

Our new "West Wing"



Wildlife Cruises...

...From Friday Har bor

Thank you to the Van Leuvensfor 9 wonderful years of
donating theWestern Princefor theannual wildlifecruise.

This was the 10th year and the new owners, lvan and
Jackie Relff, have continued thetradition.

It was a great cruise this year with abig thank you to
Charlotte Slack the naturalist and Geri Smith who handled the
reservations and served as hostess for awonderful array of

donated edibles. BeritKeeble

...FromAnacortes

Theldand Explorer 1l set sail from Cap SanteMarinaon
September 27" for Wolf Hollow'sfirst ever benefit Wildlife
Cruiseout of Anacortes.

Thissunset cruise, sponsored by Idand Adventures, Inc.,
took ascenic tour of thewest side of Fidalgo Island and De-
ception Pass. Our onboard naturalists pointed out the many
seabirdsthat frequent our area, the sunset was spectacular and
agreat timewashad by all who attended. Many thanksto
Shane Aggerguard and his crew for making the cruise pos-
sible, and to Seabear Smoke House, Penguin Coffee, Cheese-
cake Creationsand Idand Ouitfittersfor their donationswhich
madefor great treatsand door prizes.

Shelley McGuire/

Thanks Dana

DanaRiceleft Wolf Hollow thissummer, after working as
Wildlife Rehabilitator with usfor 4 years. Wewere sorry to see
him go and would liketo thank himfor all hishard work in ani-
mal care, seal pool maintenance and as video-producer-in-chief.
ThanksDana.

Do You Drive a
Large Pickup Truck?

During summer and fall we need to pick up severa hundred
pounds of boxed frozen herring and orders of animal food from
themainland onaregular basis. If you haveasuitabletruck (itis
easier without acanopy) and would bewilling to haul these sup-
pliesfor us, pleasegiveusacall at 360-378-5000. Wewill be
happy to pay theferry ticket!

Can You Spare a Share?

Didyou know that donations of appreciated stocksor other
securitiesto Wolf Hollow can help you realizetax savings? If
you have some sharesto spare for wildlife, speak to your tax
advisor about thetax advantages, and call usat 360-378-5000 to
get our DTC number and brokerage account information.

B

Welcome Nikki

Nikki Ruggiero joined usasWildlife Rehabilitator in Octo-
ber 2003. Her previousrehab experiencewaswith theWildlife
CareAssociation (WCA), anetwork of homerehabilitatorsin
Sacramento, CA. Shewasamember of WCA'smedical advi-
sory teamfor 6 yearsand their Corvid Speciesmanager, which
involved coordinating the care of over 1200 crows, magpiesand
jaysannually. At Wolf Hollow, sheislooking forward to work-
ing with deer, otters, sealsand other animal sthat she hasnot had
the opportunity to rehabilitate before. Welcomeon board Nikki!

Paint Brushes

and Berry Buckets!

Thegirlsof Scout troop 1949 have helped usout alotin
the past coupleof years. Inlate summer andfall they picked
buckets and buckets of ripe blackberriesfor usto freezein
preparation for next season’shungry young birds. They also
gathered many poundsof gpplesfromlocd orchardsjust when
we needed them to feed young deer, squirrelsand other crit-
ters. Last spring they exchanged their berry bucketsfor paint
brushes and spruced up our little“World Headquarters” of -
ficesothat it would look itsbest for our Open House.
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